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I hope you are all enjoying the continued good weather – make the most of it since we will pay for it later!

If you have played recently you will have noticed that the left greenside bunker on the 14th green is being replaced by two riveted pot bunkers. Graham Waller assures me that the slopes will feed the ball into the new bunkers – a nice thought!

There have been several suggestions as to the naming of the twin bunkers - the spectacles, the brassieres, the Jacuzzis plus a couple of suggestions from the Friday Fiddlers that cannot be printed!
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Nov 7th – Stableford (Q) yellow/red tees.

Men - Martin Pleasance 46 pts. 2. Richard Dearing 43 pts 3 Michael O’Rourke 41, 4. John Ibbotson 39 pts, 5. Alan Cooke 37 pts.

Ladies – Ena Mack 33 pts, Pauline Maycock 33 pts, Janet Isaac 32 pts, Janet Atherton 31 pts.

November 14th – Daytona Trios
1st – Brian Hiorns/Helen Levenger/ Martin Pleasance 665 pts.

1st= Nina Britain/Dave Maxwell/Rob Bassett 665 pts.

3rd Pauline Maycock/Alan Kirby/John West

November 21st –Stableford (Q) yellow/red tees.
Men – Stuart Pitt 39 pts, Graham Oakey 37 pts, Ken Hobbs 37 pts, Barry Kennaugh 37 pts.

Ladies – Gill Clayton 35 pts, Jenny Roberts 34 pts, Pauline Maycock 31 pts.
November 28th Texas Scramble

I. Ken Britain/Graham Oakey/David Kent 59.3

II. Stuart Pitt/Peter Bristol/Paddy English 61.2

III. John West/Martin Pleasance/Chris Johnson 61.3
Captain’s Cup

The inaugural Captains’ Cup, planned to be a biannual event, was held at Leamington and County Golf Club on Wednesday 16th November. The Trophy, aspiring to be a claret jug on a plinth, has been funded and purchased by the current and ex Senior Captains whose names will all be engraved thereon. 

Senior matches began in 2000 under the captaincy of Ian Dunsmore and all captains names are inscribed on one of the Senior honours notices above the bar. All 12 remaining captains except Ian and Les Ness took part.

The Senior Captains’ Cup
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A dull but dry day did not deter Alan Mobbs who scored a magnificent 43 stableford points to become the first holder of the Trophy. One of the many highlights of Alan’s round was a superb 50 foot birdie putt on the two tier par 4 18th green with most of the ex captains watching. The length of this putt increases with the telling so he may say it was 60 or 70 feet if you ask.

Second, with a measly 40 points, was Derek Healing with Philip Newman third on 37. It should be noted that the only two people who had played Leamington, and that just a week previously, were Alan and Phil!!

Senior December Competitions - John Lloyd

Note:  All competitions will be off blue tees 

December 5
Stableford  qualifier
 
Signing in and scores from the card to be put in the computer by the player.

The competition will close at 2.30.  Cards not recorded after this time will be classed as a ‘no return’

The previous qualifying competition took place with 87 players (3 off the maximum)

The logistics of the competition worked reasonably well, the last group ending their round at 2.10.

In order to speed up play: Players need to be at the tee 10minutes (at the latest), before their appointed tee time and to tee off at the appointed time. After playing a shot, players need to walk towards their ball as quickly as possible.

Shots can be played out of turn.

After the final putt, players should leave the green as quickly as possible.  Prepositioning your trolley round the green helps.  Enter scores at the next tee.

As a group, be conscious of the group in front.  Are you losing ground on them? Is the following group gaining on you?

Co-ordinator:   Chris Cooper 01789 488187                               Scorer:  Brian Gibbs
December 12  Team Stableford
Format of the competition to be decided by the co-ordinator

Co-ordinator:   Brian Gibbs    0121 704 1942                  Scorers:     David & Jane Knowles 

December 19  Mince Pie Match Play

Players will be selected in pairs.

A pair will play will play another pair (of similar handicaps as far as it is possible) in the match play format.

As it is the last Monday before Christmas, each player will receive a prize at the end of the round

A mince pie!!  plus either a winner’s prize or a loser’s prize.

Entrance fee £3 to be paid to Peter Walker in the clubhouse before starting your round

Do NOT pay in the pro-shop

December 26 No competition

I WISH ALL SENIOR MEMBERS AND ESPECIALLY THE HARDWORKING CO-ORDINATORS                  A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS

QUOTE
“If a lot of people gripped a knife and fork as poorly as they do a golf club, they’d starve to death.”

Sam Snead.
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  PLAYER OF THE MONTH                                  JOHN LLOYD
Place of birth


    Nuneaton                        

Current Occupation    Retired                          Education:  King Edward VI School Nuneaton, 
Leeds University            

Previous Occupation  Head of Physics Department at Solihull School
Sporting Life

Cricket for Warwickshire and various league clubs.Rugby referee, squash and badminton.
Present Handicap

  21

Best ever handicap 

  19

Best Golfing Moment
  Scoring an eagle on hole 5. 

Worst Golfing Moment  Playing three consecutive drives into the water on hole 5

Honours won
Finalist (three times) in the seniors competitions

Strongest Aspect of the Game                              Putting 

Weakest Game Aspects of the Game                  Mid irons to the green        

Most Liked About Henley    The friendliness of the seniors and the willingness and so many who contribute to the section both on and off the course
 The countryside surrounding the course.  Nothing better than sitting on the bench at the twelfth looking at the landscape and eating cake supplied by Barry Stephens  

Most like to Change at Henley One of the greens to a two tier green 

 Favourite player Lee Westwood -   unflappable and a gentleman
Make of golf clubs




Driver 
Mizuno

Irons Cleveland Launcher

Putter – Forgan    (long handled)
Ball preferred
Srixon
Other interests – Playing bridge, ringing handbells, walking, theatre, art appreciation, holidays, supporting Aston Villa.
When did I take up golf?  Playing regularly from 2003             

Tip for beginner Remember the good shots not the bad ones

Motto in life - Being thankful to be able to get up in the morning to pursue the good things in life
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Autumn Watch
Nature notes

Alan Kirby spotted a Red Kite over the 16th fairway on November 15th. Red Kites were classed as vermin and legally exterminated between the 16th and 19th centuries. With only a few surviving pairs in Wales and facing extinction the species was subject to the longest running avian protection programme and has been successfully re introduced to England and Scotland. There are now estimated to be about 1800 pairs in the UK with the England population mainly around the Chilterns, Northampton, Yorkshire and Cumbria. I have counted 15 individuals on a single journey down the M40. In 1999 the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) named the Red Kite as “Bird of the Century”
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With a 5½ foot wingspan they are larger than Buzzards but significantly lighter, hence their ability to remain airborne effortlessly for hours. Red Kites primarily eat carrion but will take live prey such as small mammals and birds.

The distinctive recognition feature, apart from the size, is the deeply forked tail, the chestnut body colouring and pale head.

They can live for up to 20 years, usually mate for life and when mature at about 3 years old remain sedentary. The bird Alan saw was probably a juvenile as they will wander far and wide in the winter months.

After the massive crops of plums and other fruit this year we are now blessed with a superb supply of sloes and haws. Sloes are the fruit of the Blackthorn that displays its white flowers in early spring before the Hawthorn. Haws are edible and can be made into jelly and wine but sloes have a better press especially when converted into sloe gin:

Ingredients
· 450g/1lb sloes 

· 225g/8oz caster sugar

· 1 litre/1¾ pint gin

Preparation method

· Prick the skin of the sloes all over with a clean needle and put into a large sterilised jar.

· Pour in the sugar and the gin, seal tightly and shake well.

· Store in a cool, dark cupboard and shake every other day for a week. Then shake once a week for at least two months.

· Strain the sloe gin through muslin into a sterilised bottle

Sloes and Haws by the 14th tee
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Derek Healing December 2011
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I knowt's Mother's Day, but she just went into labor.
She probably won't be a mother for hours."




Did you Know
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The reason why the pond on the fifth is never far from being full even in the driest of months is that it has a huge catchment area. All the runoff from the clubhouse and the car parks feed into the pond via the pond on the first and the ditch at the back of the eighth green.
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