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Figure 1  - Summer at Henley! 

Editor   

 Nice to emerge from the winter months having played 

throughout the period with only a handful of days lost to the 

elements. The remedial drainage work undertaken by Adam 

and his trusty staff has seemed to have protected the course 

and enabled Henley golfers to gain their weekly fix of golf.  

Henley in winter is like a benign friend encouraging impressive 

scores but soon the rough will grow, bunkers will be in play and  

tees will be back to the yellow perils – the course awakening 

from its winter’s sleep to gain revenge. You have been warned! 

 

Max Jones 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwi49N7yvLLSAhXHXBQKHbrRB0kQjRwIBw&url=http://www.teetimes.info/merry-golfing-xmas/&psig=AFQjCNEDeve4hR6FRZvQz6xeOSwKcW0wnA&ust=1488360414830312


 
 

Max Jones                                                                                                                   Page 2 
 

February Monday Results 

 

6th February – Team Stableford – winter 

greens. 

Mixed Division 

Phil Bull/Roger Bennett/Dianne Elsegood 77 pts. 

Tony Scanlon/Gary Bloomer/Betty Day 76 pts. 

Maggie Taylor/Mike Seymour/Ian Walker 76 pts. 

Mike Tubb/Jeff Williams/Lindsey Brooks 75.pts. 

Men’s Division 

John Harris/Bob Yarwood/Ken Miller 75 pts. 

Alan Mobbs/Martin Bartlett/Rick Bailey 74 pts. 

         

Figure 2 - Barbara Jones experiences the joys of winter  greens! 

(Photo – John West) 

 

13th February – Team Stableford 

Men’s 

1st ï Alan Kirby/Kevin Walsh/Phil Wilson/Martin 

Shalley  89 pts. 

2nd ï Martin Bartlett/Alan Mobbs/Phil Newman/Rick 

Bailey 86 pts. 

Mixed 

1st ï Richard Ward/Barry Kennaugh/Fred 

Holdermann/Chris Johnson  98 pts. 

2nd ï Ed Hinchcliffe/Helen Carr/Trevor Webb/Keith 

Tarran  93 pts. 

3rd ï Phil Bull/Betty Day/Mike Coombes/Jeff Williams 

91 pts. 

 

20 February Individual Fun Stableford (three 

Mulligans and 3 joker holes) 

Div.1 ï Max Jones 47 pts, Richard Ward 46 pts, Pete 

Holden 46pts, Ken Miller 46 pts, Derek Healing 45 

pts, Steve Trueman 45 pts. 

Div. 2 ï Gary Bloomer 55 pts, Alf Rourke 49 pts, Les 

Ness 46 pts, Brian Hiorns 46 pts, Clive Davies 45 pts, 

Ray Chapman 44 pts. 

Ladies - Helen Chapman 42 pts, Helen Carr 42 pts, 

Betty Day 39 pts. 

 

27th February –Individual Stableford ï Blue 

Tees ï Bunkers GUR 

Ladies ï Helen Chapman 30 pts, Tessa Richardson 

29 pts, Maggie Taylor 28 pts. 

Men Div.1 ï Max Jones 38 pts, Alan Mobbs 37 pts, 

Terry Smith 37 pts, Derek Healing 36 pts, Rob 

Bassett 36 pts, Chris Scrimshire 35 pts. 

Div. 2 ï Ian Walker 38 pts, Martin Bartlett 37 pts, 

John Maycock 36 pts, Brian Hiorns 35 pts, Stuart 

Brookes 34 pts, Ray Chapman 34 pts. 
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MONDAY MORNINGS  

 

 
Date Organiser Scorer Competition 

6 
Mar 

J Williams P 
Colburn 

Bogey 

13 
Mar 

D+J 
Bourne 

S Perring 4 ball Team 
St’ford 

20 
Mar 

P Colburn J 
Williams 

Stableford 
(Qual.) 

27 
Mar 

S Perring S Brooks Pairs 
Competition 

 

 

Captain's Report:            

There has been a very positive and in general 

understanding response to the rise in fees with 

people recognising the need of management to get 

the club into a viable and sustainable position.  The 

news has not been agreeable but many have realised 

that we were protected from increases for a couple of 

years when perhaps an incremental increase would 

have been preferable to the sudden rise.  If the 

course continues to improve at the same rate, I do 

believe we will be getting full value for money in the 

future.  There are cheaper options but not ones I 

would wish to play on a regular basis. 

It has not been the best of weather to enjoy golf but, 

by and large, the course has remained open if rather 

soggy.  However, the greens and fairways have been 

remarkably good so it looks as if all the hard work by 

the green staff is paying off. 

Next week the lists go up for the first Senior Matches 

which kick off soon.  Please sign up.  If you are a 

newcomer, you are most welcome and teams are not 

picked on golfing ability.  Just as well as I would not 

be captain! 

Many thanks to the terrific response to the Hundred 

Club which is running again this year.  If you have not 

bought your ticket yet, then please see either myself 

or Julie Ingram who can furnish the chance to win. 

The Quizzes have also been most successful with 15 

teams competing in the January Quiz and a very 

exciting finish to February where both the first and 

third places were tied.  The tie break question, (When 

was the 1812 Overture written?) proved decisive 

although one groupôs guess was placed three years 

after Tchaikovskyôs death.  Clearly thought it was 

music from heaven. 

John West 

 
 
 

Henley Mixed open 
 

 

HENLEY MIXED OPEN  Sunday 24th September 

             18 hole Better Ball Stableford 

Put this in your diary! 

 

 

QUOTE         

ñReverse every natural instinct and do the opposite 

of what you are inclined to do, and you will probably 

come very close to having a perfect golf swing.ò  

Ben Hogan ( winner of nine majors ) 
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  PLAYER OF THE MONTH – John Harris 

                   

Current Occupation - Retired 

Previous occupation  - Welder Fitter 

 

Birth Place - Leamington 

Home Town – Warwick 

Present Handicap –20.1  

Best ever handicap –  9 in the 1970’s 

Sporting Life – Football, badminton, squash, fishing, 

bowls, golf. Athletics – ran a 3hr.00.32 sec. in the 

1997 London Marathon.  

 

Best Golfing Moment – Getting my first eagle at the 

Newbold Commyn course in Leamington. 

Worst Golfing Moment –Unfortunately having a 

stroke on the 11TH 

fairway February 2016 

at Henley   

Honours -  Cup and league double with Hampton 

Magna football team 

Strongest Aspect of the Game – Chipping 

Weakest aspects of the game - Driving 

Most Liked About Henley – Friendliness of the 

members 

Most like to Change at Henley – Putting some sand 

in the bunkers  

Favourite player 

Past– Gary Player  Present – Phil Mickelson 

Make of golf clubs – Ping G20 

Ball preferred -       Srixon 

When did I take up golf? – 1970s 

Favourite course – Falmouth Links – Cornwall. 

Other interests. – Wild Life 

Tip for beginner – Play as often as possible 

 

Motto in life –
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G.I.T.S. News                

Further laurels planted on 2nd tee and continuation of 
tree surrounds being filled. The shed has been 
dismantled and will be replaced on the 15th/16th after 
we have replaced some rotten timber. Roger has 
placed a number of bird boxes around the course and 
has allegedly seen a tenant after just three days!   
I will start weed killing areas around the course in 
March, some new and some existing. Adam is hoping 
to use a large area between the 6th and 7th for 
flowers. 
I will be back in the UK for the golf on Monday 6th 
and ground committee meeting afterwards. Any 
constructive suggestions welcomed. 
 
Jim Griffith 
 

 
Figure 3 - Jim using his bus pass in Hanoi. 

 

 

   Nest boxes  

The seniors committee kindly provided Jim Griffith 

with some monies to further develop the environment 

of our course.  It was decided to put some nest boxes 

up around the course to encourage more wild birds.  I 

volunteered to make and install the boxes. 

In consultation with Derek Healing we decided to 

encourage more tits around the course(no 

comments!) and using the RSPB template for making 

a nest box and making the entrance hole 30mm 

which is suitable for tits I set to the task with making 

10 with the intention of getting them installed in time 

for the nesting season. 

 

Installation proved to 

be harder than we 

thought!  Whilst we 

have a lot of trees on 

our course not very 

many of them are very 

big and the boxes have 

to be at least 2 metres 

off the ground and 

facing between north 

and east.  Weôve tried to put them so they can be 

seen and to give the birds all they need to breed.  

Below is a list of the positions around the course 

where weôve installed them, fingers crossed that we 

see some activity this spring. 

Hole Position  

1 To the left of the Ladies tee  

5 In the large oak by the ladies tee  

7 Behind the green on the right  

9 Opposite the ladies tee on the right  

12 In the dell by the ladies tee(at the 
back) 

 

  

15 100yds before the green on the right 

16 By the ladies tee 

16 Behind the green on the right 

17 On the right just before the garden 

17 In the trees by the path between the 
17th green and the 18th tees 
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If you do see any activity in any of these boxes 

please let us know.  Weôll try and get more around the 

course in the future. 

Roger Bennett 

 

                 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 

1. Up until the mid-19th century, golf balls were 

typically made of feathers that were boiled and 

then stuffed into a leather pouch, which was 

subsequently sewn up into a ball shape.  The first 

golf balls used in the 16th century are believed to 

have been made of wood. 

2. Not all golf balls have the same number of 

dimples.  Golf balls have anywhere from 330 to 

500 dimples depending on which company 

designs the ball.  The ideal ball will usually have 

between 380 and 432 dimples. 

3. Americans spend $600 million on golf balls every 

year. 

NATURE NOTES         

 

You may have heard or read we are having a 

"Waxwing Winter" this year with large numbers of this 

attractive bird invading the country from their normal 

Scandinavian and Northern Russian habitats. The 

invasion is called an "irruption" and occurs only once 

every few years when food becomes scarce due to 

harsh winter conditions around the Baltic, resulting in 

a Westward flight across the North Sea to Britain. 

2010 and 2012 were both good years and 2017 has 

also excelled. 

Early November arrivals along the East coast were 

joined by many others and they moved inland to seek 

food, with occasional individuals spotted in the 

Midlands by January, augmented by many more in 

February. They love berries, particularly from Rowan 

trees and a preferred tree can be stripped by a large 

flock quite quickly.  Cotoneaster and Hawthorn 

berries will also be devoured. Rowans are favoured 

by urban developers as fast growing indigenous trees 

that improve the ambience of supermarket car parks 

and residential streets so you may be lucky and see 

Waxwings when you do your weekly shop!  

Waxwings are the most photogenic of our winter birds 

with their prominent crest, silky brown plumage and 

strong black line through the eye and beneath the 

chin. Their tail feathers have yellow ends but the 

name comes from the red tip of their wing feathers, 

resembling a spot of sealing wax when the bird is at 

https://uk.pinterest.com/pin/489414684489624236/
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rest. Waxwings are Starling size and often seen in 

flocks.   

 

 

I photographed these with my smart phone and 

telescope adaptor when a group of 50 or so stayed 

around Windermere Road Moseley for several days 

in February, feeding voraciously on three white 

berried Rowan trees in the middle of the car park. 

500 yards away on Swanshurst Park lake a rare 

Iceland Gull joined the 200+ Black headed Gulls and 

100 Canada Geese normally roosting there in winter, 

making a short bird watching trip very rewarding. 

 

Derek Healing 

 

 

 

          

 

The 2017 Seniors Monday Order of Merit  - after 

17 events (Feb 20th) is as follows. 

Men 

Pete Holden     91 

Derek Healing 83 

Terry Smith      78 

Alan Mobbs      77 

Richard Ward   74 

 

Ladies  

Lindsey Brooks 79 

Betty Day          73 

Helen Carr        57 

Maggie Taylor     55 

Jenny Roberts   44 

Note ï based upon winnings in pounds from October 

1st. 

Compiled by Dave Maxwell  
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     BOOK REVIEW  

 ‘The Trouble with Goats and Sheep’ by 

Joanna Cannon 

Set in the summer of 1976 this debut novel centres 

on a small group of houses (imaginatively called óThe 

Avenueô) and the disappearance of one of its 

residents. The central characters are two girls, Gracie 

and Tilly who decide that if they find God he will be 

able to find the missing lady. This introduces us to the 

weird and wonderful inhabitants of The Avenue as the 

two girls embark on their mission. They discover a 

drainpipe with the shape of a face in creosote and are 

convinced that it is the face of Jesus. This becomes a 

makeshift shrine as the search is stepped up, though 

one resident remarks ólooks more like Brian Clough!)  

The gentle plot is punctuated with dated humour ï 

óthe girls sat on a wall reading a Kayôs Catalogue and 

drinking Dandelion and Burdockô. An empty house is 

suddenly occupied by The Kapoorôs. Someone asks 

them where they have come from. óBirminghamô 

replies Mr Kapoor. He is then asked where he came 

from originally. Mr Kapoor looked at him and said 

óEdgbastonô. 

It is Midsummer Murders (without the murder) meets 

Cider with Rosie. The appeal is twofold: the quirky 

characters who live in The Avenue and the sustained 

portrayal of life in 1976. 

 

               

Ray Chapman  

 

 

Fiddlers Golf!  

 

Final Thought            

Note – only 21 days to go to 

the first official day of Spring. 

 
Or if you can’t wait for the astronomical date of Spring 

(21st March) why not go for the meteorological date 

which is tomorrow (1st of March).  

 

Derek, don’t be 

stubborn, just 

take a one stroke 

penalty! 

https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=Km38CQAAQBAJ&source=gbs_book_other_versions
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwiNuYrepvHRAhWEfhoKHbhHA5oQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/ceakes76/golf/&psig=AFQjCNGFfB4kkbBTeGuFzHwkqHJFD-DHig&ust=1486121058782296
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